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INTRODUCTION

This booklet is designed to educate
homeowners on harvesting rainwater

by using a small rain barrel. Harvesting
rainwater allows the homeowner to
supplement other irrigation sources at a
minimal cost. Storing rainwater also aids
in the reduction of stormwater runoff,
which can lead 1o reduced levels ol
pesticides and fertilizers in stormwater
ponds, streams, lakes and bays, As the
region continues to have extended
periods of below-normal rainfall, having
extra water on hand is a good idea.

This booklet focuses only on storing
rainwater for nonpotable outdoor uses

as a supplement to natural rainfall and
other sources of irrgation. Rainwater
harvesting for potable uses, such as
drinking, cooking and bathing, is possible
and 1s done in many parts of this country
and throughout the world., However,
using rainwater [or potable uses requires
filtration, treatment and routine testing
for safety — all topics which are beyvond
the scope ol this text. This booklet covers

only simple collection and distribution
methods related to landscape watering,

Cisterns and rain barrels have been around
for thousands of years and the time has
come [or more homeowners to enjoy
their benefits.

Multiple barrels provide for
preater wxaler stovage,
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BENEFITS OF A RAIN BARREL

Rainwater harvesting is always
henchcial, whether the water 15 used

o waltcr one hﬂusi.'l.'ili“" ar an 1.‘111'i|'l"
garden. Also, the act ol collecting
rainwater can be an inspiration to hnd
u!h:‘r Wiavs 1o conserve water E!I‘mlml ;]'I:I.'
home.

When designing a cistern or rain barrel,
vou want it to be as large as your

budget and location will allow. Many
homeowners are making rain barrels ow
ol 30- 1o d3-gallon food-grade drums
that were used to carry food products,
such as juices, olives, pickles, ete.
Containers or drums under 300 gallons
are aflordable, readily available al
most drum or barrel suppliers and are
small enough o it on most residential

aor commercial los,

Although a small rain barrel may not
provide all the water needed to sustain
your plant material, it can certainly
supplement vour current watering
schedule, Planter heds, vegetable or
flower gardens and potted plants can
easily be irrigated with the water [rom
a rain barrel,

W e BT

e

e

Rain harrels are one component
of this water-cfficient lendscape,

The water savings [rom using stored
rainwater rather than municipal or

well water can be substantial over a
period of time. A rain barrel can also
help reduce the amount of water that
may scttle around the foundation of your
home.
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COMPONENTS OF A
RAINWATER COLLECTION SYSTEM

Whether vou install a large concrete
cistern or a small plastic rain barrel, the
following basic components are involved

mn every rammwater collection svstems;

1. Catchment Area

2. Conveyance System
3. Storage Tank

4. Filtration

5. Water Distribution

1. Catchment Area

A catchment area can be any arca that
collects ar sheds rainwater, A roof 15

the most common and adaptable area
to use for ranwater collection. Due to

its already exi:
roof makes a perfect catchment area by
using gravity to direct the water. Most

ing slope and height, a

homes and commercial buildings are
equipped with a guttering svstem that
can casily be adapted o funnel water

to a storage tank, IF guttering does not
exist, it can be added to the side of the
house or building that will be used for
rainwater collection, This can be done at
a relatively low cost.

A ool makes
d perfect

catfehment area,

Other forms of catchment arcas may
include sidewalks, driveways and natural
or man-made swales or berms in the
landscape that can direct the low of
rainwater to a storage tank.



2. Conveyance System

Onee the catchment area has been
identified, the next step is to transport
that water into the storage tank. With a
roof catchment arca. a guttering system
is the easiest. All this may require is
maodifying the existing guttering system

to divert the downspouts into the storage

tank. Remember to keep anv gutter or
downspout modifications sloping
downward toward the storage tank.
Large diameter PVC pipe. rubber hose
or wibing can also be used,

3. Storage Tank

A storage tank can be made of various
materials and can be located above or

o
Cortters and dovonsfronly funnel
ratncoaler o e rein barrels,

helow ground, Some matenals used for
storage tank construction are plastic,
liberglass, concrete and metal. So water
will not leak out, the matenal should

be smooth and nonporous. Storage tanks
can be elaborate concrete structures or
simple plastic containers hike garbage
Cans ar IJil'l'l'("l-."-.

Maost storage tanks are placed above
ground to take advantage of the force of
gravity. A below-ground tank requires a
prumps to get the water out, This inereases
the cost and maintenance of the
systemn.

Seme commmon conbainers wused for rain
harrels are (lefl to vight); 30-gallon
sealed barvel, 275-gallon pnce contatier,
Sth-gallon opere-top berrel,




4. Filtration

Generally, rainwater does not need 1o

be filtered for outdoor use, As water
sheds ofl a ol or other catchment
arca, it may pick ap leal debris; bird
droppings or chemical agents from the
raol” material, but these are not harmful
to plants. A simple screen mesh, such as
window screen or wire mesh, w keep out
leal debris and insects is all the filtration
that is needed, This can be placed where
lh(" water enters LI'IE conveyance '5‘_'.'5“.‘"]
(guttering) or just belore the storage tank
(dlownspouts or tank opening!,

Although a sereen will keep out most
debris, a small amount of debris will get
into the storage tank. Iiis a guml idea

tor clean the tank periodically 1o avoid a
large buildup of debris on the bottom,
I using a submersible pump inside the
storage tank, a hlter will be required

to keep the pump from clogging. The
pump should come with its own filter or
screen, or with instructions on how to
make one, The filter may require routine
Malntenance, so a8y access 10 the [y
will be a necessity

A womdow sereen placed ever the barrel apening (lefl) or a gulter
streraner placed i the downyport ofening (right} will Keefy levves
and atfver doliris out af the rain baryel
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5. Water Distribution

Getting the water to your plants is the
linal step of the rainwater collection
system. Due 1o low water pressure from
most rain barrel applications, water
distribution will be limited o a watering
can, soaker hose or ganden hose,

Water pressure at the tank outler

divectly depends on the height or level of
the water that is stored in the tank, so
wiatter pressure will vary, The higher the
water level in the tank, the greater the
water pressure will be. Elevating the tank
on a platform, such as cinder blocks, can
generate a small increase in pressure for
any attachments hooked up to the outlet.
For small storage tanks, water pressure is
minimal and not enough to operate most
low-volume irrigation devices. To
generate any workable pressure without
the use of a pump, a tall storage tank or
an extremely elevated tank is needed.

A small submersible pompy conld be placed
wistde tns 27 3-pallon puce conlainer
Ulsing a fimer on the fiomp’s potoer cond
could alliae you to estblish an automatic
ctestommized watering scheeule,

If a large area is to be watered using a
large storage 1ank, adding a small pump
may be an option to consider, Installing a
pump on a small rain barrel would be
impractical, as the flow rate would drain
the barrel in minutes. Pumps work well
on a large tank, such as the 275-gallon

juice container pictured below, Having

water pressure of 10-25 pounds per
square inch and a larger volume of water
can sustain most low-volume irrgation
devices such as mline drip tubing, mast
sprays or drip emitters.

Note: It is important to keep any
plumbing attachments to your rain barrel
or cistern independent from vour existing
house piping or sprinkler system piping
This will prevent a cross-connection to
your potable water.




HOW MUCH RAINWATER
CAN I COLLECT?

For a general calculation, vou can collect
about a hall’ gallon of water per square
foot of rool arca during a 1-inch rainfall,
As an example, a house with a 2,000-
sepuare-toot rool” can collect abour 1.O0DO
gallons ol water (W actial emaunt of vam
that falls on_your roof is about 20 percent more,
fret some ts lost to evafrovation, runeff and
splashing). This is a substantial amount of
water, and a large cistern would be
necded o colleet all of it To calculate
vour volume of water, use only that
portion of the roof or catchment area that
15 actually feeding your storage tank. 'To
get a more accurate figure on the gallons
collected, you would have to take the slope
ol the roal” into account, A rool with a
stecp slope would collect less raimwater
than a Natter roof, even i’ they both have
the same suere oot area,

As vou can see, it doesn't take much rain
to fill a small rain barrel. A typical Ve-inch
rainfall event will Rl a 50- to 55-gallon
barrel. It is a good idea to add an overflow
ouitlet/ pipe near the top of the barrel. This
will divert any excess water to another part
of the vard, which ean reduce the amount
of waler that settles around the foundation
ol vour house.

To store even more rainwater, multiple
rain barrels can be linked wogether with
hard PVC or Mexible hose. Although you
can use small diameter pipe or even a
garden hose, large diameter pipe or tubing
(1.3"-2") will be able to carry more
rainwater during a heavy thunderstorm
and will prevent water from possibly
backing up the downspout. Steps 1o
connect an overflow outlet and link barrels
together are covered later in this hooklet,

Cionnecting raim barrels fegether will allow for mere waler collection,




RAIN BARREL CONSTRUCTION

First decide where 1o place the storage
tank. This, along with vour budget, will
determine the size of the storage tank.
Remember try (o obtain the largest tank
the location wiall allow, This will enable
you to do more things with the water In
having more water volume and possibly
more water Ppressure,

When choosing a location, you should
keep in mind how the water is going to
get [rom vour catchment area to the
stonaage tank, Maost rain barrels wall be
placed adjacent to the home to tic into
existing downspouts. Placing vour storage
|i‘|.'[lk r]n.u'r [{u] lIII‘ AT ‘:.'ﬂll wanl Lo “-":III‘I',_
such as your garden or planter bed. may
provide easier access to the water. but
may be impractical il long lengths of
piping are needed to get the water to the
storage tank.

A Iharvel covered tenth windvie soveen can be placed wnder a
" palley i collect ratnaoater ranofll

I you do not have gutiers and do non
want to add them to the house, the rain
barrel can be placed directly under an
arca of the rool” that sheds a lot of water
(such as a valley in the roof), In this case,
a screen can be placed over the barrel to
keep out debris, small animals and
insects. This type of barrel can also be
placed in any part ol the vard to collect
Falling rain. It will take a lot longer (o fill,
but may be more practical if the area
you want to water is a good distance

froum vour house.

Elevating the rain barrel on a platform,
such as cinder blocks, will give additional
water pressure and will provide clearance
[or connecting a hose or filling a watering
eIl

A goad spol for @ rain barvel,




ASSEMBLY AND
INSTALLATION STEPS

The ollowing are basie steps on how to Step 1. Clean the rain barrel
install a rain barrel or similar storage

: Be sure to select only food-gquality
tank on your property, All rain barrels or

containers. Do not use containers that

cisterns, regardless of stze, will have an . o ;
= * held harsh chemicals. Belore |||ﬁl:||]||:;;

inlet for the water (usually a gutter

el e vour rain barrel, take a few minutes o
downspout or similar piping) and an

rinse the inside of the barrel. Many

outlet (hose speor, valve, bulkhead . .
ks il ik | Barrels have lood or juice remnants that

fitting, etc should be removed belore using it 1o

store water, Use a mixture of Vs cup of
bleach and 5 gallons of water as a

cleaning solution,

Ulse Yo cup of beach mixed wouth
J pallons of waler
for elecen the venn barrel,

T heroughly rinse out the
herrrel befiive wning

13




Step 2. Install the outlet barrel. This will provide a few inches of
(hose spigot) clearance for attaching a hose or filling a
watering can. This also allows room for
debins that enters the barrel, such as
leaves, to settle below the level of the
outlet, which prevents clogging

In this application, we are going to
install a *4" hose spigot. For this yvou
will need to drill a "&" hole for the
spigot threading. Drill the hole a few
inches (4"—6") from the bottom of the

When the sprigot is i about halfieay, apfly a fiberal

Firgt, drill hole near amunnd of PVC cement to the exposed Sereads,
battom of barrel Contamne fo serevein the spigot until it 15 snng and

froneting tovirred the bottam of the barrel,

Next, sereie in the hose spigot
about halfivay, Mitke swere the
threading is gaing i straight,
eas this will help prevent feaking, The vawn Iaarvel ouitled &5 moww complete.




Step 3. Build a
platform for the
bharrel

Cloncrete cinder
blocks provide a

strong, stable

L - % Ko

. platorm lor your
Cinelertloe. platform

raun barrel, IF vou
use more than one
laver ol hlocks, stack them in a crisscross
pattern so they won't op oven, Make sure
the blocks are level and even so that the
barrel will not lean,

Step 4. Connect downspout to

barrel

Onee vou have your barrel positioned
and ar its set height. you can measure
where you need to cut or cisconnect

Mk dozenspon
far cutting

vour downspont. In most cases, vou can
disassemble the downspout at the gutter
I taking out screws or drilling out rvets.,
This will avoid cutting the gutter or
downspout. If you do have to make a cut,
use a fine-toothed hacksaw blade (24 or
32 teeth/inch) or a pair of tin snips.

To make the transition lrom the gutter/
downspout (o yvour opening in the rmin
harrel. vou can fabricate a crosspiece out
of downspout material or purchase a
Nexibile downspout extender The Mexible
downspout extender eliminates the need
[or exact measurement because it bends
and stretches to the length vou need,
Make sure the downspout extender fits
the size ol your downspout.

Flexible
iluzomspont extender

Darensfoud

o iy




Step 5. Cut barrel opening

Onee you have completed your downspoul

connection, place it in the bareel 17 vour

barrel comes with a lid, or if it has a

sealed top, you will need to cut a hole in it

Start by tracing the outline of the
dawnspnut or fupe that will be

entering e barrel.

Next, cut ot the fole you post
fracee, Dou can dise o handsare,
biet a flasane voaks hest. il
hole in edch corner to provide
aveess Jor the siwe Weale, Cut
exactly afong your trace lme, aj
this veill frovide o nice Hol fit

for the dotonsfuored,

Put e vatee barref 0 position and
Plice the docimsfront i the hale.
Yinir vaine bavrel 15 note comfulete.




OVERFLOWS AND
MULTIPLE BARRELS

Now that you have your first rain barrel Overflow Outlet
installed, yvou may want to connect an

4 : i You can use PVU pipe, rubber tubing or
overflow pipe or link multple barrels

even a garden hose as an overflow. In

ogethern An overflow pipe will carry ¢ : ‘ .
together. werd Pl I carry this example, we will use 2" PYO pipe

excess water that would normally

. as our overflow, Although smaller
overflow the barrel to another part ol

. = piping or hose will work, large
the vard or into another rain barrel.

e B diameter piping will handle even the
Diverting excess water to another part

: i biggest thunderstorms,
ol your vard can be benelicial by

reducing the amount of water around
the foundation of your house during
a rainstorm,

W frest stard by drelling
i 2 44" hole for
the 2 male adapter ‘m |
Sivace s i am ovegflo, A G0-degree elbore and a lengih
i qwill 'rffﬁ_f fo be newr af 2" PVC pipe are added to carry
the lafy af the barrel, e qoerter ureay frome the ot
fo ut mearly planter bed,

PVC cement is generally not needed

The 2™ male because the pieces should fit tightly
adapter is screwwed together and a litde leakage is okay, Tt
it i micke the also makes it casier to disassemble the
transution to our pieces for cleaning or maintenance, il
wrerfloee frpe. NCCESSAry.

17
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Linking Multiple
Barrels Together

There are various methods vou can use
to conneet rain barrels, The process is
similar to making the overllow outlet, but
your pape or hose will lead to another
barrel instead of another part of the
vard, The connections between barrels
can e made at the wop or at the bottem,.
Follow the steps for adding the overflow
outlet and make the connections with the
piping or tubing of yvour cholee. You can
link as many barrels together as space
allows. It is still a good idea 1o put in an
overflow pipe an the last Barvel

II' you make the connections at the top,
your will need to have an outlet on cach
barrel. Once the water level drops below
the connection pipe. there will be no
ather way for the water 1o drain out of
the barrel without an additional outlet, If
the connection is made at the bottom,
only one barrel will need an outlet
because the water level in the connected
barrels will drop equally as water is let
out. For bottom connections, an outle
can also be placed in the pipe or tubing
connecting the barrels, instead of the

barrels themselves,

Types of” commectioms:
flexible hase elamped on
PVC fittings {top fefl),
garden hose (lop right),
2% PYC pipwe connected

it bottom of barrels
(hattom feft), 27 PVC
fiifie comnected at tof of
batrrely (Bottont vight).
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USES FOR COLLECTED WATER

II" you currently have a standard soaker hose ar a length of PYVC pipe or
irrigation system, you may be able to garden hose with holes punched in it
turn off sprinkler zones that are in may work with these low pressures.

jlanter heds or g;ll'n:lt'nﬁ and use stored 1T using a soaker hose, take out the
rainwater instead. pressurc-reducing washer to allow more
water to flow through the hose (bottam

The low water pressure generated lrom a  nght), Filling a watering can 1o water

small rain barrel is not adeqguate to plants around the vard 15 always an
operate any tvpe of in-ground sprinkler  opton. You can also use the water to
or low-volume devices, such as mist keep vour compost bin moist or to rinse
sprays or inline drp tubing However, a off gardening tools.

\ Hnd water
ey,

Llse do keefy

catifast bin moist,

Attach a

witker fose
Remoge the frressiere-

rerisging woasher from
the soaker hose.

0 wodle

H

nieeirly
filezmis,




EXAMPLES OF CISTERNS
AND RAIN BARRELS

In 1996, a 15,000-gallon cistern was
constructed at Hillshorough County’s
main courthouse. This project was
approved by the Board of County

Commissioners, with cooperative funding
prrowicled by the Southwest Florida Water

Management District, This cistern
demonstration project is named

"H}-‘:iri;t," the Greek word lTor waler jar

Rainwater 15 collected from the
courthouse rool and is stored in an
underground tank. Water-using items,
such as garden hoses, spigots and
watering cans are in the base ol the
cisteri This cistern was designed 1o
supply water to the surrounding
landscape.

The Florida House Learning Center in
Sarasota, Florida, has two cisterns that
each hold 2,500 gallons of rainwater,

“Hydvia"

rislern

One cistern is used lor irrigation, the
other for irmigation and Mushing toilets,
The cisterns are one component of the
Florida House’s public education efforts
that teach about water and energy
conservation, recyeling principles and
products, and healthy house concepts,
including least toxic building materials,
Contact information is at the back of this
hooklet.

These cisterns af the Flovida Hose Learning Center
cach fold 2,500 gallans of neimoater

| 20




Hitlshormgh
oty Fxtension
Servne fias o
dlemanestration
rain barrel,

Reain barrely may be pambed to
inerease their aeathetse valie.

Many county Extension offices have rain
barrel demonstration exhibits where vou
can see examples ol rain barrels that any
homeowner can nstall. The Extension
offices also provide an abundance of
information on plants, gardening,
('f}l'.l]lll'!ﬁ-lil'lﬂ -'II:'I{I waler ﬂ'ﬂT'I.:ﬂ"I"q."illi['l['l.
Maost county Extension offices ofter
workshops on all ol these subjects,
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When it comes to being creative, you're
only limited by your imagination!
Painting vour rain barrel is not only fun,
but it will also help to protect the surface
of the barrel from breaking down due to
the harsh ellects of the sun. Painting a
rain barrel is a great activity for children
and can introduce them to the
importance ol conserving water.

Outdoor acrvlics and spray paint work
well, but the barrel must first be primed
so these materials adhere properly to the
surface. A product on the market is a
spray paint designed specilically for
outdoor plastic furniture, but it will work
on almost any plastic surface. The benefit
to this product is that the barrel does not
have to be primed before applying the
spray paint, If using spray paint but need
to paint small details, spray some paint
intoy a small cup, making a liquid puddle,
This paint can be brushed on.

This barrel

PAINTING YOUR RAIN BARREL

Regardless of what type ol paint you
choose, it is a good idea to apply one or
two coats of polyurethane to your finished
barrel to protect it.

To prime your barrel:

1. Thoroughly clean the exterior surface of
the barrel by wiping away excess dirt and
grime with a clean rag soaked in a 1:1
mixture of vinegar and water.

2. Using a fine- to medinme-grade sandpaper,
“rough up” the surface of the barrel.
"This helps the paint adhere to the plastic
barrel.

3. With a dry cloth, wipe the barrel again to
get rid of any fine plastic shavings.

4. Apply one coat ol outdoor primer.
Primer is typically white, but it can be
mixed with another paint color or tinted
to match the final design color ol the
barrel. Allow the primer to drv according
o the directions on the container.

Now the barrel can be painted anv way
vou like — by stencil, a pattern, freehand,
ete, Allow the paint to dry completely
before applving one to two coats of
polyurethane, Allow the polyurethane to
dry between coats,

ity fravinted
foo miaich Hie
fracese celor,

M



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Do I need a permit?

Check wath yvour county 1o see if a
permit is required to install a small rain
barrel on your property for nonpotable
uses, such as landscape watenng, 1F vou
live in an area or subdivision with deed
restrictions, you should review them
before installing a v barrel in your
yard. Some deed restrictions do prohibit
them, You can also check vour local
pumbing or health codes for guidance,

When t‘:}tlslrm‘liug 1 largf: cistern, either
above or below ground, cheek with your
local plumbing, building and health
departments to see il a permit or
Backlow protection device is required or
if there are recommended guidelines.

Important Note: Rain barrels or
cisterns should not in any way be
connected to your in-house plumbing
This will prevent a cross-connection to
vour potable water.

Il you plan on connecting a pump or
attaching plumbing or irrigation lines to
vour rain barrel or cistern, contact your
local pluombing or building department,
A backflow protection device may be

required on the potable water service line
i these situations, Stored rainwater is not
potable water and should not be used for

drinking, bathing, pets or recreation.

What about water guality?

The quality of rainwater shedding off a

rool or gutter system is more than
adequate for plants. In Facy, it can be

leneficial due to the lack of chlorine and

a lower pH level than ll!iﬁL}'-—}:lrm'icl:'tl
water, As ramwater sheds ofl a ool or

other catchment area. it can carry with it

some levels of algae. rooling chemicals or

bired droppings. These are not a concern
for nonpotable uses or occasional contact

]IJ}' TIH' I'I[JI'I'I{'UH-'I].I:"]'.
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Is maintenance required with my
rain barrel?

If vour rain barrel is properly installed, it
should require very little maintenance,
Periodic inspection of the tank for cracks
or buildup of debris on the bottom may
be all that is needed. Some barrels,
especially light-colored or clear ones that
are in direct sunlight, may become brittle
over time. They can be painted o make
them last longer,

It you have placed a screen in the
downspout or over the barrel opening,
this will require periodic inspection and
cleaning to ensure a good water low

What about mosquitoes?

Mosquitoes and other insects are always
attracted to standing water: II' vou have a
tight fit where the downspout enters the
barrel, there should be little problems
with mosquitoes getting into the barrvel,
Small gaps or holes can be flled with
caulk or covered with window screen.
Also, make sure the guttering is sloped
properly and free of debris to prevent
standing water where mosquitoes can
breed. II' keeping mosquitoes out of the
tank is impossible, there are products

available at home centers or pond supply
stores that will prevent mosquitoes from
breeding, The most common product is
found in tablet form which contains
Bacillus theringrensis, a biological larvicide.
Just a small amount in the barrel will Tast
30 days or longer.

Heaving a
light i wokere the
atsnler enlers fhe
barrel woill ke
el mosquatoes,

Will my rain barrel tip over?

Water weighs a litle over 8 Ibs. per gallon,
50 a M-gallon rain barvel will weigh over
400 pounds when full, T you have small
children or pets, and are concerned that
the barrel might tp over, you may want to
strap or attach the barrel to a nearby wall
or other stable structure (fence, tree, etc.).
Any type of frame can be built around the
barrel, or straps can be wrapped around
or screwed 1o the barrel and then
anchored o a wall or other stable
structure, If the barrel sits on a level and
stable platform, tipping over is not a
problem.

24




RESOURCES

Rain Barrel Supplies

To lind harrels or drums to convert into
rain barrels, look in the Yellow Pages
under drums, barrels or containers, At
vour local drum supplier; there are
several types of droms and barrels that

can easily be converted into a rain barrel.

Make sure vou purchase plastic [ood-
\ |
grade containers, Local plumbing supplicrs
or home centers will sell all the necessary
fittings such as spigots, PV adapters and
g PIE {
piping to finish the assembly,

There are companies that sell pre-
comstructed rain barrels, These pre-
assembled “kits” come with the inlet and
outlet already installed, They will also
carry the necessary tubing for connecting
barrels together. If you cannot find one
locally, check the Internet for a supplicr.
The Internet is also a good resource to
find an abundance of information about
rainwater harvesting, rain barrels,
cisterns and suppliers,

Tus barrel supilier fus
Feeerelreels of barvely in varying sizes
availabie to the frble,
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THINK ABOUT PERSONAL POLLUTION

For more information on water conservation,

contact any ol the lollowing agencies:

Southwest Florida

Water Management District
2379 Broad Street

Brooksville, FL. 34604
1-800-423-1476 (I'L only) or
(352) 796-7211, ext, 4757
WaterMatiers.org

Florida House Learning Center
4600 Beneva Road South

Sarasota, FL 34233

(941) 316-1200

sarasola.extension.ufl edi

Special thanks to:

Hillsborough County Extension Service:

Southwest Florida
Weiler Management District

WATERMATTERS.ORG - 1-B00-423- 1476

Marina IYAbreau, Florida Yards & Neighborhoods Coordinator
Billie Lolland, Senior Television Producer/Director

TR Drum in Plant City, Florida, for the use ol their facilities

Rain barrel artwork done by Cindy Paulhus, Master Gardener
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NOTES

Make vour own notations as you build your water storage system:

A\ free companion video Tor this booklet is also available,
Telephone or mail yvour request to:

Water Conservation Staff
Hillsborough County Water Department

925 E. Twiggs St., Tampa, FL 33602
(813) 272-5977

ar
Southwest Florida Water Management District

2379 Broad Street, Brooksville, FL 34604

1-800-423-1476 (FL only), ext. 4757
or order online at WaterMuatters.org
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THINK ABOUT PERSONAL POLLUTION

www.TAPPwater.org
850-891-6860 * www.talgov.com

Southwest Florida
Water Management District

WATERMATTERS.ORG - 1-800-423-1476

Thta hrlorimibdicon wil be made alalie B eooeible loomibti whon reguiesl, Plaise oonlac! 1he Comrinrscilicn
Papadment al (357 796-T211 or 1-B00-423-1478 (FL anky), ext. 4757, TOD only at 1-B00-231-61003 [FL oniy)




